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NEXT ISSUE 
Number 8 - October 17, 2005

UPCOMING EVENTS
The next events for the company
on the 2005 calendar are:

September 9-11 2005

Engagement at Burkittsville

Burkittsville, MD

http://maincav.org/eab/ 
- See page 3-4 for more details -

October 8, 2005

Army Heritage Day

Carlisle, PA.

October 28-30, 2005

March & Living History

Payne’s Farm

Locust Grove, VA

http://www.stonewallbrigade.com/pa
ynesfarm.html 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED !

The organizers of the
Burkittsville event need help
with inspections and check in on
Friday, September 9, 2005. 
Interested parties should contact
James as soon as possible.

Army Heritage Day 
US Army Heritage & Education Center,

Carlisle, PA.
Based on the responses

received, the living history event
to be held on October 8th has
been added to our schedule. This
event will be held on the grounds
of the US Army Heritage &
Education Center outside Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. A detailed schedule
with maps will follow in a
special mailing. 

This event will highlight
daily soldier activities. Our
activities will be centered on
their newly built replica winter
huts. We will be joined for this
program by the 83rd PA, 1st ME
Cavalry, Liberty Rifles, and South
Mountain Battlefield Artillery
Crew. Our new US Sanitary
Commission detachment will be
present also.

USAH&EC was opened in
the spring of 2004. The first of
what will be a five building
complex is Ridgeway Hall, which
houses the US Army

Military History Institute
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(USAMHI), formerly housed on
the post at Carlisle Barracks.
Eventually the complex will
include a museum, conservation
facility, and artifact storage
space. Also included will be
outdoor exhibits that will include
a 1750's Blockhouse,
Revolutionary War Redoubt,
WWI Trench line, and WWII
Barracks.

HARDTACK
1863 SPECIFICATIONS

From: Notes on Preparing Stores
for the United States Army and
on the Care of the Same, etc,
with a few rules for Detecting
Adulterations, LTC C.L. Kilburn,
ACG of Subsistence - 1863

Should be made of best
quality of superfine, or what is
usually known as extra superfine
flour; or better, of extra and
extra superfine, (half and half).
Hard bread should be white,
crisp, light and exhibit a flaky
appearance when broken. If tough,
solid and compact, is evident the
fault is either in the stock,
manufacture or baking; it should
not present the appearance of
dried paste. If tough and pasty, it
is probably manufacture from
grown wheat, or Spring wheat of
an inferior kind. In all cases it
should be thoroughly cooled and
dried before packing. Kiln
drying, where practicable, for
long voyages, is particularly
desirable; but if really and
thoroughly dried in the oven,
hard bread will keep just as well
and its flavor is not destroyed.
To make good hard bread, it is
essential to employ steam; hand
work will not do. 

The dough should be mixed
as dry as possible; this is, in fact,
very essential, and too much
stress can not be placed on it.
Good stock, dry mixed, and
thoroughly baked, �not dried or
scalded� will necessarily give
good hard bread. If salt is to be
used, it should be mixed with the
water used to mix the dough.
Both salt and water should be

clean. Bread put up with the
preceding requirements should
keep a year; but as a usual thing,
our best bread as now made for
army use, will keep only about
three months. Good, bread, packed
closely and compactly should not
weigh, net, per barrel, more than
70 or 80 pounds; should it be
heavier that 80 it indicates too
much moisture. The thickness of
the biscuit is important; it should
not be so thick as to prevent
proper drying, or so thin as to
crumble in transportation. The
quality of stock used for hard
bread can be partially told by
rules mentioned in the article
'Flour,' as far as they apply. The
term 'sprung' is frequently used
by bakers, by which is meant
raised or flaky bread, indicating
strong flour and sound stock. The
cupidity of the contracting baker
induces him to pack his bread as
soon as it comes out of the oven,
and before the moisture has been
completely expelled by drying.
Bread of this kind hangs on
breaking; it will also be soft to
the pressure of the finger nail
when broken, whereas it should
be crisp and brittle. 

The packages should be
thoroughly seasoned, (of wood
imparting no taste or odor to the
bread,) and reasonably tight. The
usual method now adopted is to
pack 50 pounds net, in basswood
boxes, (sides, top and bottom �
inch, ends 5/8 of an inch,) and of
dimensions corresponding with
the cutters used, and strapped at
each end with light iron or wood.
The bread should be packed on
its edge compactly, so as not to
shake. 

Bread thoroughly baked,
kiln dried, and packed in spirit
casks, will keep a long time but
it is an expensive method. If
bread contains weevils, or is
mouldy, expose to the sun on
paulins, and before re-packing it,
rinse the barrel with whiskey.
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ENGAGEMENT AT BURKITTSVILLE

DATE:    SEPTEMBER 9-11, 2005

TIME:     Saturday 10:00am- 5:00pm 

Sunday 9:00am to 3:00pm

REGISTRATION: PRE-REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS ONLY - ABSOLUTELY NO WALK ONS

Friday, September 9, 2005 -  12 noon to midnight

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2005 - 6:00 AM to 8:00 AM

DETAILS: Our next event will be Engagement at Burkittsville, in and around the town of Burkittsville,
Maryland, between Frederick and Harpers Ferry.  This will be a recreation of some of the fight for
Crampton’s Gap, part of the battle of South Mountain, September 14, 1862.  This will be a campaign
style event in the true sense of the word.  Both sides will march to the battle site on the edge of
Burkittsville.  The Federal troops will have a 4.5 mile march over rolling terrain, skirmishing with
Confederate cavalry along the way.  Both sides will have to live for two days on what that can
carry with them.  It will be both fun and challenging for all involved and give a great appreciation
of what the soldiers went through during the 1862 Maryland campaign. 

Be sure to pack carefully for this event. The Army of the Potomac had lost a great deal of
equipment on the peninsula and few soldiers had a full issue of equipment. Blanket rolls are
encouraged for this event along with battered (but functioning) clothing and equipment. Besides your
basic marching order, you will need 60 rounds of ammo and at least one extra pair of socks. A tin or
talc or corn starch may be in order for those subject to chafing.

Make sure you weapon in clean and in sound working condition. There will be a weapons inspection at
registration.

 Everyone should be aware that James Owens will be the Federal Commander for this event, and Sean
Foster will be Sergeant Major. The REMAINDER of the 1st Minnesota members will be assigned to
Company B, commanded by Dave Grieves of the 122nd New York.

go to the event website www.mainecav.org/eab  , and check out the updates. There will
be much new information added between now and the event. If you have any questions, please contact
James at jdo@npmhu.org  ,or (301) 681-7462.

 

Location: EVENT REGISTRATION AND PARKING

3417 Rohrersville Road

Rohrersville, MD. 21779.

Parking: Because of the distance from parking to the camp, we are requesting that you bring only what you
can easily carry from your vehicle. Also, for the same reason, we request that participants be
prepared to stay on site for the entire event, and not attempt to visit local establishments after
public hours.

Rations: All rations will be provide except for meat. 

Firearms: The firearm for this program is a three band rifle musket. All firearms must be clean and in sound
mechanical condition. We will be doing A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF FIRING, so all muskets will be
inspected Before you will be permitted to go to the campsite.

Directions:

From Washington, D.C. area: take I-270 east toward FREDERICK. Merge onto i-70 north toward HAGERSTOWN. Merge
onto US-340 W via EXIT 52 toward CHARLESTOWN - LEESBURG. Merge onto MD-67 ROHRERSVILLE RD. follow md-67
about 5.8 miles .The registration site is located between millard drive and kaetzel road.
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from the south: take US 15 north toward Leesburg.  Merge onto va-7 w (winchester).  Take the va-9 exit
toward HILLSBORO- charlestown.  Turn right on the charlestown pike va-9. Turn slight right onto va-671,
harpers ferry road. Turn right onto JEFFERSON pike us-340 e.  Follow us-340 e until it intersects md-67
rohrsville rd toward boonsboro. Follow md-67 for about 6.2 miles.  The registration site is located between
millard drive and kaetzel road.

Book
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Bargains
 

For those who still don't have
copy of Hardtack and Coffee, by
John Billings,  you can now
purchase a copy from discount
book dealer Edward R. Hamilton,
Falls Village, CT. 06031-5000. It
is stock number 5132096, and
sells for 10.95, plus 3.50 shipping.

Or, visit them at their website 
http://www.hamiltonbook.com/ 

C. J. Daley Overcoat Sale 
 

During the month of August, C.
J. Daley is having a sale on
Federal Overcoats.  Normally
$425, if ordered during the month
of August, the price will be $385,
a savings of $40.

Mr. Daley’s goods are well known
for their quality, as well as
reasonable prices.  By comparison
an overcoat from C & D Jarnigain
is $240, and to have the buttons
sewn on is $35 extra. While that
sounds remarkably cheap you
have to factor in all of the added
work needed to bring a Jarnagin
coat up to the level of one of 

Mr. Daley’s creations.  This alone
makes the coat a bargain.

Trigger finger mittens are
also on sale.  These replicas are
based on an original pair in the
Don Troiani collection.  Normally
$45, the sale price is $30. A true
bargain not seen often. 

Although you may not be
thinking of winter clothing now,
the Payne's Farm event is only
two months away. Don't get stuck
there without a good overcoat or
pair of mittens!

 

Fatigue Blouse Kits
 

The Jersey Skillet Licker has
announced that he is now
offering unlined fatigue blouse
kits. These garments are complete
except for flat felling of the
seams, buttons, and buttonholes.
Buttons are supplied. This is a
good way for folks to get an
extra blouse as weal as learn
about period sewing. 

The price on these kits is
$95, plus $10 postage, which is a
very good deal. For more
information, go to
http://www.skilletlicker.com



Robert Westbrook, Editor
The Lincoln Guardian
11201 Rienzi Place 203
Manassas, VA 20109#


